
TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 28, 2024 

 

PRELUDE, BELLS, WELCOME 

 

HYMN     “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”     LSB 700 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

    Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 

    All Thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 

    Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 

    Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

 

2 Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

    Into ev’ry troubled breast; 

Let us all in Thee inherit; 

    Let us find Thy promised rest. 

Take away the love of sinning; 

    Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith, as its beginning, 

    Set our hearts at liberty. 

 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

    Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 

    Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

    Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 

    Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 

4 Finish then Thy new creation, 

    Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see Thy great salvation 

    Perfectly restored in Thee, 

Changed from glory into glory, 

    Till in heav’n we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

    Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88 

Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-87; setting: Service Book and Hymnal, 1958 

Text and music: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 143:1a, 2, 8, 10; 145:8–9 

P Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 

C Enter not into judgment with Your servant, for no one living is righteous before You. 



P Let me hear in the morning of Your steadfast love, for in You I trust. Make me know the way I 

should go, for to You I lift up my soul. 

C Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God! Let Your good Spirit lead me on level ground! 

  

P The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

C The LORD is good to all, and His mercy is over all that He has made. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Let us come before God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secrets are hidden and 

confess our sins in the name of Him who died and rose again to give us forgiveness and life. 

  

Silence for meditation and reflection 

  

C I confess that I have lived as if God did not matter and as if I mattered most. My Lord’s name 

I have not honored as I should; my worship and prayer have faltered. I have not let His love 

have its way with me and so my love for others has failed. There are many whom I have hurt 

and many whom I failed to help. My thoughts and desires are soiled with sin. I have sinned 

against God and against you, my brothers and sisters. There is no health in me. But for the 

promise of Christ, I would have no hope. Because of Christ’s promise, I am made bold to ask 

for mercy. Forgive me, renew me, and lead me, O Lord, so that I may delight in Your will and 

walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

KYRIE LSB 168 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, You provide for our needs in miraculous ways.  

  



 Help us to trust in Your provision for us and for all to whom You send us, through Jesus Christ,  

 our Lord, who lives and reign with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 9:8–17 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 

"I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you and with every living 

creature that was with you-the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the 

ark with you-every living creature on earth. 

I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; never 

again will there be a flood to destroy the earth." 

And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living 

creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: 

I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 

Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, 

I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again 

will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 

Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 

between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth." 

So God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant I have established between me and all life on the 

earth." (NIV)  

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Ephesians 3:14–21 

For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its 

name. 

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner 

being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and 

established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high 

and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to 

the measure of all the fullness of God. 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 

that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for 

ever and ever! Amen. (NIV) 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 6:45–56 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he 

dismissed the crowd. 

After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray. 

When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land. 

He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. About the fourth watch of 

the night he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, but when they saw 

him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost.  



They cried out, because they all saw him and were terrified. 

Immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid."  

Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely amazed, for 

they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened. 

When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and anchored there. 

As soon as they got out of the boat, people recognized Jesus. 

They ran throughout that whole region and carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 

And wherever he went--into villages, towns or countryside--they placed the sick in the marketplaces. 

They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were healed. 

(NIV) 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN     “Oh, Blest the House”     LSB 862 

1 Oh, blest the house, whate’er befall, 

Where Jesus Christ is all in all! 

A home that is not wholly His— 

How sad and poor and dark it is! 

 

2 Oh, blest that house where faith is found 

And all in hope and love abound; 

They trust their God and serve Him still 

And do in all His holy will! 

 

3 Oh, blest the parents who give heed 

Unto their children’s foremost need 

And weary not of care or cost. 

May none to them and heav’n be lost! 

 



4 Oh, blest that house; it prospers well. 

In peace and joy the parents dwell, 

And in their children’s lives is shown 

How richly God can bless His own. 

 

5 Then here will I and mine today 

A solemn promise make and say: 

Though all the world forsake His Word, 

I and my house will serve the Lord! 

Text: Christoph Carl Ludwig von Pfeil, 1712–84; (sts. 1–2, 4–5): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, 

alt.; (st. 3): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymnal, 1880, Columbus 

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, Wittenberg, 1535, ed. Joseph Klug; setting: The Lutheran 

Hymnal, 1941 Text and music: Public domain 

 

SERMON  Ephesians: "Rooted and Grounded in Love—in Him"  Text: Ephesians 3:14-21 

 

OFFERING 

 

HYMN     “Love in Christ Is Strong and Living”     LSB 706 

1 Love in Christ is strong and living, 

    Binding faithful hearts in one; 

Love in Christ is true and giving. 

    May His will in us be done. 

 

2 Love is patient and forbearing, 

    Clothed in Christ’s humility, 

Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring, 

    Reaching out in charity. 

 

3 Love in Christ abides forever, 

    Fainting not when ills attend; 

Love, forgiving and forgiven, 

    Shall endure until life’s end. 

Text: Dorothy R. Schultz, 1934 Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, b. 1932 Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003888 

 

Commissioning and Installation of Ms. Stephanie Mashuga as a Lutheran School Teacher & Blessing of 

the School Staff for the 2024-2025 School Year 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our Lord 

has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us grace 

that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your 

Word and the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and 

evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded and 

bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians 

may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of both 

good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and 

gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for 

them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to 

provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at peace 

and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the 

world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN     “Our Father, by Whose Name”     LSB 863 

1 Our Father, by whose name 

    All fatherhood is known, 

Who dost in love proclaim 

    Each family Thine own, 

Bless Thou all parents, guarding well, 

With constant love as sentinel, 

The homes in which Thy people dwell. 

 

2 O Christ, Thyself a child 

    Within an earthly home, 

With heart still undefiled, 

    Thou didst to manhood come; 

Our children bless in ev’ry place 

That they may all behold Thy face, 

And knowing Thee may grow in grace. 

 

 

 



3 O Spirit, who dost bind 

    Our hearts in unity, 

Who teachest us to find 

    The love from self set free, 

In all our hearts such love increase 

That ev’ry home by this release 

May be the dwelling place of peace. 

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895–1984 

Tune: John D. Edwards, 1805-85; setting: The Hymnal 1940 

Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003888 

Music: Public domain 
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